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Court Evidence
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The backwards baseball cap –
misdirected

That baby image with a stain
on the shirt – dirty baby

Play wrestling with your best
childhood friend who happens to be a
girl – sexual deviant

Every image counts

The silly mirror image with
the finger gun – criminal

Your Honor, the court enters into
evidence the following photos to
prove…

The angry scowl on your face
at the 10th birthday party –
angry child

Two verdicts
For you – guilty

Flexing your muscles at 13 in a
your tank top – aggressive
The hip-hop dress – too black

For others – exonerated
Every image counts, but they count
against you.

Educational Research

NAEP Data

Literacy Tilt

District Improvement Plans

Best Ideas

Focus on Diversity

Focus on Differences

Focus on Deficits

Examining Literacy Authorizations
• Are we authorizing?

– Enlightenment – Social and Scientific
– Exponential growth
•
•
•
•
•

Language
Reading
Writing
Intellectual Growth
Human Development

• What are the basis of the authorizations?
–
–
–
–
–
–

Policy
Research
Data
Teachers
Students
The Moment

• How are the authorizations contributing to advanced literacy
development of our nation’s children.
– Projected goals
– Proposed goals
– Academic and Personal
Outcomes
Prepared
by Dr. A.W. Tatum- Do not copy
without permission

I am going to
poison/pollute an
American city in 2015 by
contaminating its water.
This will occur until
someone catches me.

I am going to destroy a nation
by contaminating its literacy
instruction and many of its
children. This will occur until
someone catches me.

I am going to weaken a nation
by contaminating its literacy
instruction and many of its
children. This will occur until
someone catches me.
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Literacy
• Alphabetic knowledge

• Scientific Consciousness

• Sound-symbol relationships

• Social Consciousness

• Discrete and
interconnected bits for
reading , writing, and
language development

• Discrete and
interconnected bodies of
knowledge

• Comprehension

• Understanding

IMPROVE OUR LIVES & THE PUBLIC GOOD

Meaningfulness
Meaningful Literacy Exchange with Texts
Meaningfulness as a cognitive and emotional assessment of
whether one’s life has purpose and value. Meaningfulness
requires interpretive construction of circumstances across
time according to abstract values and culturally mediated
ideas.
Powell (2006) offers that meaningfulness means to be
carried by a powerful current of energy; or rather, one is
that energy… renews itself at every moment (p. xxiii).
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Case # 1: Strength to Love
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Explicit Author
References
Hegel
Shakespeare /
Aristotle /
Longfellow
Thomas Jefferson /
John Bunyan
Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick
Ruth Benedict
Margaret Mead
Melville J. Herskovits
John Bowring
Nietzsche
Schopenhauer
Sir James Jeans
Arthur Balfour
Rousseau
Herbert Spencer
Darwin
Alfred the Great
G.K. Chesterton
William Cullen Bryant
Thomas Carlyle
Lowell (poet)
Tennyson
Frederick Douglass
Charles A Beard (historian)
Paul Tillich

Explicit Text References

Subjects Referenced
(Intertextuality)

God the Invisible King by H.G.
Wells
Self-Reliance by Emerson
The Pathology of Race Prejudice Essay by Dr. E. Franklin Frazier
Man Against Himself
The Neurotic Personality of Our
Times
Modern Man in Search of a Soul
Peace of Mind
Peace of Soul
New York Times article written by
Harrison Salisbury
The Communist Manifesto - by
Karl Marx

Greek Mythology
History
Anthropology
Science
Philosophy
Psychology & Modern
Psychology
Economics
Religion
Law
Military
Politics
Physics
Sociology
Technology
Art
Geography
Medicine
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A persistent civil war rages within all of our lives. Something within
causes us to lament Ovid, the Latin Poet, “I see and approve the
better things, but follow the worse,’ or to agree with Plato that
human personality is like a charioteer having two headstrong
horses, each wanting to go in a different direction, or to repeat
with the Apostle Paul, “The good that I would I do not: but the evil
which I would not, that I do.” (p. 51) (80 words)
What will it take to have students write a paragraph similar
to the one above?
What do you know about the author’s relationship with
texts from this paragraph? His knowledge? His reading? His
vocabulary?
Why do you think he wrote this paragraph? To what end was
he striving?

A persistent civil war rages within all of our lives.
Something within causes us to lament Ovid, the Latin
Poet, “I see and approve the better things, but follow the
worse,’ or to agree with Plato that human personality is
like a charioteer having two headstrong horses, each
wanting to go in a different direction, or to repeat with
the Apostle Paul, “The good that I would I do not: but the
evil which I would not, that I do.” (p. 51)

The writing stretches across literature,
philosophy and religion. Behind the writing is
evidence that the writer has engaged in a textual
feast and is writing intertextually on a significant
topic with people across a broad swath of
humanity as his audience.

Nurturing Next Generation of Readers and Writers
3-5
6-8
9-12
• Read texts that span the social sciences and
physical sciences.
• Increase the daily volume of texts read by
students.
• Build textual lineages.
• Create outlets and environments for children to
share texts orally and in writing.

Physics

Biology

Mathematics

Chemistry

Law

Philosophy

Medicine

Sociology

Engineering

Humanities

Economics

Building Relationships with the Disciplines (External)
Building Relationship with Self (Internal)
Universe
Self/Other
Physics,
Chemistry,
Mathematics

Society
Body
Self/Other
Self/Other
Sociology,
Biology, Medicine
Philosophy,
Humanities, Law,
Economics

Cultural
Incitements

Academic
Incitements

Personal
Incitements

Gender
Incitements

Developmental
Incitements

Community
Incitements

Black History

How the Brain
Works

Things I Can Do
to be Successful

Boys

The 4th Grade Student

Going to a
Chicago Public
School

Focused on
Ethnicity/Race

Focused on
Academic
Disciplines

Focused on “I”
ness

Focused on
maleness

Focused on age

Focused on
local and
national
communities

Textual “Sociological” Lineage
Reading

Shakespeare

Edith Hamilton

Macbeth

Mythology
Harper Lee

To Kill a Mockingbird

Malcolm X
(The Autobiography)

John Steinbeck

Dick Gregory
(Nigger)

Richard Wright
(Black Boy)
(Native Son)

Of Mice and Men

Booker T. Washington
(Up From Slavery)

William Henley
(Invictus)

Gordon Parks
(Learning Tree)

Mark Twain
The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn

Frederick Douglass
(Narrative)

Claude McKay
(America)
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Textual “Scientific” Lineage
Reading

Literacy Agenda
• Consciousness
– Self
– Metaphysical

• Intellect & Enlightenment
• Ethics & Righteousness

= social consciousness
= science consciousness

12

CHANGING
FORCE

K

3

12

Exponential Growth
Elementary Through High School – Intellectual & Personal
Intellectual
Reading
Personal

Two-Text Model
Writing

Disciplinary
Knowledge

Exponential Growth 3 X 2 X 2

Black Toilet Paper
by
Alfred W. Tatum
January 30 , 2011
4:28 pm
“Black toilet paper, please?”
The store clerk gave me a strange look.
“Are you mistaken,” he asked?
He pointed to aisle number 3
Expecting me to follow the same path
I had already scanned the shelves
I knew what I wanted
He tried to convince me otherwise
I wasn’t mistaken
I was just in the wrong place
My failed request became a personal quest
Copy or Publish Without Permission
I am determined DotoNotget
some black toilet paper.

Fluency Practice Piece
There are the voices which we hear in solitude but
they grow faint and inaudible as we enter into the
world. Society everywhere is in conspiracy against
the manhood of every one of its members. Whoso
would be a man, must be la nonconformist. Nothing
is at last sacred but the integrity of your own mind.
Absolve you to yourself, and you shall have the
suffrage of the world. I am ashamed to think how
easily we capitulate to badges and names, to large
societies and dead institutions.

Ralph Waldo Emerson
Developed
Do Not Copy
byor
Alfred
Publish
Tatum
Without Permission
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Textual Lineage
Writing

Social

Science

Darkness in Chicago

While invisible matter takes up 26.8% in the universe, 68.3% of the
matter is nowhere to be found. Or is it? Dark matter is
everywhere. There is currently 1.2 civil and criminal cases open
about half the population of the city. The darkness isn’t in sight
but the yellow tape is.
Dark city
Where I came from is a place where people don’t really care or
thinks about education….25 percent of students wouldn’t
graduate from high school and 15 percent wouldn’t make it to high
school. 90 percent of the kids and teens are more likely to be gang
affiliated. 70 percent of my neighborhood is dark energy.
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We are born into a dark world
Full of negative energy (research)
Our brain weighs less (research) than a laptop
But has more brain cells (research) than books in a
library
The world is so empty (research)
But seems so full
Almost half my city's population is criminals
They lock us up like animals
They judge us by how we appear
And not by how we think or feel
The earth is polluted
But the air still smells fresh to me
Our lake looks so dirty
But our ocean water looks so tasty
I’m from the windy city (your experience)
Where a lot of lives are taken

Acorn Vs. Oak Tree

Atom of Transformation
What is an atom?
The basic unit of a chemical
element
An extremely small amount of a
thing or a quality
What is the size of an atom – the
size of an atom cannot be measured
How many atoms in the human
body? 7 billion billion billion

Atom

Atom or Physics of Transformation
Physics
The natural science
that studies the
laws and rules of
matter and energy
Physicists study
those effects to
figure out what
forces are involved,
how they operate
and what causes
things to be the
way they are and
to work they way
they do

A Law of Physics

Energy is never
created or
destroyed, it is
only transferred

Atom

Basic building
block of all
matter in the
universe
What is the size
of an atom – the
size of an atom
cannot be
measured
How many atoms
in the human
body? 7 billion
billion billion

Transformation
A change in form or
appearance
Types of
transformation
Personal
Spiritual
Community
Societal
Cultural
Educational
Psychological (of
the mind)
Physical
Emotional

Personal Algorithm
What is an algorithm?

Algorithm

a process or set of rules
to be followed in
calculations or other
problem-solving
operations, especially
by a computer.

Inputs & Outputs

Designing Your Algorithm
Algorithm

Resilience

A process or set of
rules to be followed
in calculations or
other problemsolving operations,
especially by a
computer.

Remaining
steadfast in the face
of destabilizing
(things that can
place you out of
balance) conditions.
Resilience means
having more
protections than
risks that prevents
one from giving up.

Inputs/ Outputs

Greater Authority
Taking more charge
over your own life.

Interdisciplinarity Goals
Roles of Texts, Reading, Writing, & Talk

• Interdisciplinary readers
– Academic
– Personal

• Interdisciplinary writers
– Academic
– Personal

• Interdisciplinary thinkers
– Academic
– Personal

Bearing Witness
• We must bear witness to the “untidy literacy
experiments.”
• Authorizations from this Republic will never
be wide enough to have our boys engage in
“educative reading and writing.” AWT
• We must choose our own witnesses, both the
beautiful and menacing parts. Data are not
witnesses (manipulations and delusions)
8/7/17
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Powerful texts in tandem with
powerful reading and writing
instruction can have a significant
influence on the lives of all
students.
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Literacy instruction has to be wide enough and deep
enough to counter an historical ugliness rooted in multiple
forms of exploitation that have manifested into academic
underperformance, social unrest, and personal and social
suffocating for many students. Literacy also has to be
wide enough to break new ground and fashion new
imaginations and new realities. (Tatum, 2009)
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The human condition demands meaning, to
eliminate the demand requires the elimination
of our human condition. (Todd May, 2015, p. X)

Most of us would like for our lives to have a
meaning or significance. We would like them to
have a point. It is not enough to say that a life
was fun, or that it was enjoyable while it lasted.
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It’s not just
about students’
literacies; it’s
about their
lives.
Tatum, 2005
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