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The nation’s only literacy coaching conference returns with a new 
theme: Response to Intervention? Response to Instruction? 
The summit unites literacy coaching experts and practitioners at the 
beautiful island campus of Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. It is 
held in conjunction with the 14th annual TAMUCC Reading Conference.

Featured speakers

Dr. Richard Allington

University of Tennessee;
International Reading 
Association past president
& author of What Really Matters 
in Response to Intervention

Dr. Misty Sailors

University of Texas at San Antonio
associate professor and literacy 
researcher

Dr. Barbara J. Ehren

University of Central Florida
International Reading Assoc. 
Commission on RTI & author of 
Response to Intervention:  An 
Action Guide for School Leaders

Pat Mora

Award-winning author & 
national speaker; founder of the 
literacy initiative “Día” (El día de 
los niños /El día de los
libros, Children’s Day / Book Day)



We enjoyed the first Literacy Coaching Summit so much that we decided to do it again!  We 
welcome you this year to the Second International Literacy Coaching Summit and 14th Annual 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi Reading Conference. Our topic, “Response to Intervention? 
Response to Instruction?”  is guaranteed to bring many different groups and ideas to the beautiful 
island campus of Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi (TAMUCC).

The National Literacy Coaching Summit is sponsored by the Center for Educational Development, 
Evaluation, and Research (CEDER), in partnership with Specialized Literacy Professionals and 
Professors of Reading Teacher Education. The Reading Conference is sponsored by the Depart-
ment of Curriculum and Instruction in the TAMUCC College of Education. Co-sponsors include the 
Texas Reading First Higher Education Collaborative, the Education Service Center, Region 2, the 
Texas State Reading Association, and TAMUCC’s Title V. We are also grateful to Zaner-Bloser Publish-
ing Company for sponsoring the Wine and Cheese Reception and to Harcourt-Houghton Mifflin for 
sponsoring breakfast.
 
Our keynote presenters include Dr. Richard Allington, Dr. Barbara J. Ehren, Drs. Dale and Bonnie 
Johnson, and Dr. Misty Sailors. Our Saturday luncheon speaker is award-winning poet and author 
Pat Mora. You’ll find many well-known featured speakers throughout the conference.

We hope you’ll enjoy our city by the sea, our island university, and our information-packed 
conference.

Sincerely,

Dr. Jack Cassidy	
ILCS Conference chair
Director, CEDER	

Dr. Sherrye Garrett
Reading Conference chair

More information and color copies of this program are available online.

    National Literacy Coaching Summit:  http://literacy.tamucc.edu
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Conference Schedule & Map
Thursday, April 15, 2010 Event Location
9:00 a.m. –3:00 p.m. Special Pre-Conference Workshop:

What’s Hot and What’s Not in Literacy
University Center 
Room 221

Friday, April 16, 2010 Event Location
8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. Registration University Center Hallway

8:30 a.m.–10:15 a.m. Keynote Speaker: Richard Allington University Center Ballroom

10:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Special Institutes & School Tour University Center & ECDC

12:15 p.m.–1:45 p.m. Luncheon with speaker Misty Sailors University Center Ballroom

2:00 p.m.–3:30 p.m. Special Institutes University Center

3:45 p.m.–5:15 p.m. Special Institutes University Center

5:30 p.m.–7:00 p.m. Poster Sessions
Wine and Cheese Reception

University Center Ballroom

Saturday, April 17, 2010 Event Location
7:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Registration and Exhibits University Center Commons

8:00 a.m.–9:30 a.m. Breakfast with Keynote Speaker Barbara Ehren University Center Ballroom

9:30 a.m.–10:15 a.m. Regular Sessions & Roundtables/Exhibits University Center & Science/Tech

10:30 a.m.–11:15 a.m. Regular Sessions & Roundtables/Exhibits University Center & Science/Tech

11:15 a.m.–11:45 a.m. Exhibits & book signings University Center Commons

11:45 a.m.–12:30  p.m. Regular Sessions, Roundtables, & Exhibits University Center & Science/Tech

12:30 p.m.–1:20 p.m. Regular Sessions & Exhibits University Center & Science/Tech

1:20 p.m.–3:00 p.m. Lunch with Pat Mora, followed by book signing University Center Ballroom

Location & parking
The conference 
will take place 
primarily in the 
University Center 
(UC), with additional 
activities in the 
Early Childhood 
Development 
Center (ECDC) 
and Science and 
Technology (ST).

Parking is available 
in the Jellyfish Lot. 
Get a free visitor 
pass at the kiosk.



Keynote Speaker

Institutes

8:30–10:15 a.m.
Friday, April 16, 2010    UC Ballroom

10:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
Friday, April 16, 2010    UC Rooms

Richard Allington
University of Tennessee

Is RTI Our Last Best Hope 
for Struggling Readers?

Congress has provided another opportunity to teach everyone 
to read under RTI. The research says it is possible for everyone 
to be reading on level, at least for 98 percent of kids who enter 
kindergarten. The question is, will schools take up the challenge 
and implement reading interventions like those found in the 
successful intervention studies? And if not, what next from 
Congress?

Dr. Richard Allington is a professor of education at the 
University of Tennessee. He has served as president of the 
National Reading Conference and the International Reading 
Association (IRA). He has been very active in the IRA and has 
been inducted into their Reading Hall of Fame and honored 
with the Albert J. Harris Award. 

Dr. Allington has authored or co-authored more than 100 
research articles and several books, including What Really 
Matters for Struggling Readers: Designing Research-Based 
Programs (Allyn-Bacon), What Really Matters in Response to 
Intervention, (Allyn-Bacon), and No Quick Fix: The RTI Edition 
(Teachers College Press).
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Campus School Tour
Frank Lucido: Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi; Susan Luis: Corpus Christi ISD, Texas
Come see a truly unique dual-language laboratory school in action. Most of the 
students who attend come from low-income homes. Of the student body, 50 percent 
come from Spanish-dominant homes and 50 percent come from English-dominant 
homes. The school offers a full-day curriculum for students age three through fifth 
grade. 
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Implementing Reading Apprenticeship for Secondary Tier I and II RTI: 
Professional Development and Coaching Models from Pennsylvania
Jacqueline Sham: Upper Moreland School District; Cathy Enders: Carbon Lehigh IU 21; 
Sue Keck Kinney: Boyertown Area School District; Kelly Pauling: Colonial Intermediate 
Unit 20, Pennsylvania
In this interactive institute, learn a variety of models and tools that Pennsylvania 
districts and intermediate units use for professional development and coaching 
secondary ELA and content area teachers. The presenters will demonstrate effective 
professional development for secondary teachers by engaging participants in the 
collaborative inquiry and metacognitive reading routines that are at the heart of the 
Reading Apprenticeship instructional framework. Participants will analyze samples of 
classroom instruction and student work to explore how the Reading Apprenticeship 
instructional framework and intervention curriculum meet Pennsylvania RTI criteria. 

Vocabulary Acquisition of Preadolescent Boys
Connie Patchett: Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi
Teachers are searching for strategies to help students acquire vocabulary words. A 
preliminary search of articles indicates that reading is viewed as the only method 
of acquiring new vocabulary. This study explores four boys’ experiences learning 
vocabulary in an experiential summer tutoring program.

Summer School: Academic Intervention and Embedded Professional 
Development
Mary Beth Crowder-Meier & Shannon Kane: Educational Consultants, 
Washington, D.C.      
Summer is not just time to relax and rejuvenate! Summer school is a great opportunity 
to support students through high-quality instruction and to support teachers 
and instructional coaches through embedded professional development. In this 
session, lead coaches will share how they turned a traditional summer school into 
transformative practice.

The Internal Monologue: A Response to Intervention
Rhonda Sutton: East Stroudsburg University, Pennsylvania
In this interactive session, literacy coaches will engage in metacognitive activities that 
enhance their abilities to “get inside” the thinking processes of classroom teachers.

Are Reading Coaches Really Effective?
Mary Monfort, Jody Workman, Kelli Clark, & Phyllis Rose: University of Central Oklahoma, 
Oklahoma
Learn about an experimental design study that measures the effectiveness of the 
reading coach position in the public school setting, as well as directly measuring the 
outcomes of the RTI model.

Making a Difference in Reading Comprehension
Mario Campanaro: Educational Bridge
This hands-on institute presents a professional development training protocol for 
training classroom teachers to teach reading comprehension strategies and skills.
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From Coaching Cognitive 
Reading Instruction in South 
Texas to Just Getting Books 
in South African Classrooms: 
Lessons to Move us Forward

Misty Sailors
The University of Texas at San Antonio

Dr. Sailors will discuss the most recent research on 
coaching, its role in classroom instruction and student 
learning, and the role it plays in professional development 
of teachers in developing countries.

Dr. Sailors is an associate professor of Literacy Education 
at the University of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA). She 
teaches undergraduate and graduate literacy education 
courses. Her research agenda focuses on texts found in 
elementary classrooms and the instruction that surrounds 
these texts, teacher education with a focus on coaching 
as a model of professional development, and language 
policies related to reading instruction in international 
settings. Dr. Sailors was the primary investigator of a 
Teacher Quality Professional Development Reading grant 
and serves as the director of the Textbooks and Learning 
Materials Program at the UTSA, a multimillion dollar 
program sponsored by the United States Agency for 
International Development. She has worked extensively 
with classroom teachers across the USA and in South 
Africa, Tanzania, and Malawi, Africa.

Luncheon Speaker 12:15–1:45 p.m.
Friday, April 16, 2010    UC Ballroom

Institutes 2:00–3:30 p.m.
Friday, April 16, 2010    UC Rooms

The World of Words
Drs. Dale and Bonnie Johnson: Dowling College, New York
Words are the bedrock on which every theory of language and literacy development 
must be anchored. We share our appreciation for the strength, versatility, complexity, 
and wonder of words and words used well. Words can be a rich source of enjoyment. 
We invite literacy coaches to enhance students’ exploration of words, as this is integral 
to reading and writing maturation.

Dr. Dale Johnson, professor of literacy education, and Bonnie Johnson, professor of 
human development and learning, are faculty members at Dowling College in New 
York. Together they have published a number of books. Their newest, Words: The 
Foundation of Literacy, will be released this summer. 

UC 221
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Engagement: The Key to RTI
ReLeah Cossett Lent: Heinemann – Teachers College Press       
Response to any intervention begins with engaging students in learning. Join 
ReLeah Cossett Lent, author of Engaging Adolescent Learners and the newly released 
Adolescents on the Edge, as she facilitates a discussion on the components of 
engagement and conditions of learning. Leave the institute with practical ways to help 
students embrace literacy in all its forms: reading, writing, talking, and thinking.

Using Marzano’s Strategies as Response to Intervention
Kathleen Green & Diane Ghastin: Round Rock ISD, Texas
Using Robert J. Marzano’s effective instructional strategies can increase students’ 
responses to instruction. Presenters will demonstrate classroom-tested practices, 
backed by Marzano’s research, that help students understand concepts at deeper 
levels and provide students the tools for self assessment and motivation. Participants 
will actively engage in practicing the strategies.

Let Them Show Us Where They Are: Strategies for Formative Assessment
Sue Verlaan: Collegiate High School, Corpus Christi ISD, Texas
What is the difference between evaluation and assessment, and how does our 
understanding of this difference inform our classroom practice? To expand the 
conversation about performance standards, proficiency testing criteria, and formative 
assessment, this institute will look at ways we can evaluate student performance to 
help scaffold and differentiate future learning tasks. Participants will practice text-
based questioning, deepening, and connecting activities as ways to “listen” to and 
respond to student thinking.

RTI Reading Lab Intervention for Tier II Students
Roseanne Meyer, Kristi Nix, Jerry Pavelka, Shayla Floyd, Carrie Majors, Linda Romero, 
Michelle Kautz, Luann Hodson, & Shirley Gajdos: Calallen ISD, Texas
Experience the way Tier II students’ literacy needs are met through services provided in 
a reading lab setting. Learn various strategies to use with struggling readers. Presenters 
will visit with small groups to explain how RTI components are met.

We All Write: Using Authentic Language to Inspire Students
Jessica Olivarez-Mazone: Corpus Christi ISD, Texas 
Teachers: become more familiar with writer’s workshops and literacy centers, and learn 
how to incorporate and adapt these for use in your own classrooms.
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Coaching Responsive Instruction: Effective Practices for Core and Intervention
Barbara Marinak: Pennsylvania State University-Harrisburg, Pennsylvania  
The goal of RTI is to provide responsive core classroom instruction and differentiated 
interventions. Coaching is critical to a literacy system that meets the needs of all 
students. To this end, it is helpful to consider coaching as a comprehensive process. 
This session will suggest potentially powerful practices by defining coaching as a 
noun, a verb and an adjective. By embracing a comprehensive definition of coaching, 
literacy leaders will come to view RTI as an ever-present opportunity for professional 
development during what is sure to be a “nomadic journey”.

Coaching Without Judgment
Shannon Kane & Mary Beth Crowder-Meier: Community Academy Public Charter Schools, 
Washington, D.C.      
Instructional coaches should not work from positions of evaluation or judgment.  
Instead, coaches should focus on potential. In this institute, learn strategies for 
coaching without judgment, and plan ways to work toward this potential.

Online Mentoring in a Literacy Methods: “How To” and “Lessons Learned”
Peggy Semingson: University of Texas at Arlington, Texas
Learn about and discuss findings from a research project where online master’s 
students served as online mentors to pre-service teacher candidates in a literacy 
methods course.

The Power of ONE
Jeanette Menendez: IDEAS Educational Consultants, Florida
The Power of ONE is an interactive motivational experience. In this institute, spend 
time with the 3 “R’s”: reflecting, recharging, and reconnecting with your profession, 
your purpose, and your passion. Discover your individual potential and get invigorated 
with energy and enthusiasm that will make your teaching soar to a new level.

ELPS, CCRS, and the New ELAR TELKS…Help!
Roseanne Meyer: Calallen ISD, Texas
Learn about the implementation of the new ELPS TEKS as well as the alignment of the 
English Language Proficiency Standards (ELPS) and the College and Career Readiness 
Standards (CCRS).

Re-Framing Literacy Leadership: Building Administrative Knowledge to Evaluate 
Teachers and Supervise the Coach
Margaret-Mary Sulentic Dowell: Louisiana State University, Louisiana
Traversing leadership and reading research, this institute focuses on the essential 
literacy leadership role elementary principals assume. Literacy content knowledge, 
pedagogy expertise, and literacy supervision expertise have expanded the leadership 
roles of elementary principals. Learn how to build knowledge systemically, examine 
tensions arising from supervising of coaches and teachers, and consider challenges 
and possible solutions.

Phonics and Balanced Teaching
Kristi Nix & Shayla Floyd: Calallen ISD, Texas
How is phonics addressed through Balanced Teaching? Can children learn phonics 
in the course of learning to read, write, and spell, even when skills are not taught 
explicitly?  HOW?? Let’s examine the research and find out the answers.
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Institutes 3:45–5:15 p.m.
Friday, April 16, 2010    UC Rooms
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Posters/Wine & Cheese 5:30–7:00 p.m.
Friday, April 16, 2010    UC Ballroom

Wine and Cheese Reception
& Poster Presentations

We invite you to enjoy wine and cheese while perusing 
the poster sessions. 

Thank you to Zaner-Bloser Publishing for sponsoring the 
wine and cheese reception.
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H

F

Building Schema through Book Boxes
Anna Adame: Robstown ISD, Texas
Visit a display of a variety of Book Boxes; these are a means for students to strengthen or create a non-existing schema to 
help fully comprehend the text.

Family Literacy Night
Shayla Floyd & Carrie Majors: Calallen ISD, Texas
Parents and children share in interactive read-aloud activities in the classroom setting.

Reading Response Journal
Kristi Nix & Shayla Floyd: Calallen ISD, Texas
Readers make meaning by responding to texts through letter writing based on their experiences and knowledge.

A Technology-Rich Language Experience Approach to Reading Development
Marsha Grace: Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi; Frances Gonzalez-Garcia: Houston Elementary School, Texas   
Examine the digitized and transformed works of teachers and students who use the Language Experience Approach as a 
method of reading engagement.

The Breakfast Bunch
Lu Ann Hodson & Shirley Gajdos: Calallen ISD, Texas
Learn about a before-school tutoring program that targets fluency and comprehension building for at-risk third graders.

Border Crossings: Reading as Identity Confrontation and Realignment
Rosalind Horowitz: The University of Texas-San Antonio, Texas
This research describes reading habits of adolescents living on the Texas-Mexico border and provides teachers with 
information on how schools might best serve students who cross the border regularly and who read little, but who could 
benefit from interventions that are based on transnational interactions.

Reader’s Theater
Michelle Kautz & Linda Romero: Calallen ISD, Texas
Improving fluency and reading comprehension through the use of Reader’s Theater.

The Riddle of Nonfiction Non-Text Elements
Debra Murphy: Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi
Presenting the results of a study of sixth grade students’ comprehension of graphs in social studies textbooks and an 
analysis of student performance in relation to grade-level expectations identified in state standards, state assessments, and 
NAEP nonfiction categories. - Continued -
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Math Literacy: Key to Understanding and Mastery
Barba Patton: University of Houston-Victoria, Texas
The key to understanding mathematics lies in the ability to use and apply algorithms, which only mathematics literacy will 
bring. Data from teacher candidates will be shared.

Understanding the Dyslexic Student
Jerry Pavelka: Calallen ISD, Texas
Gain insight into the difficulties that dyslexic readers experience and get suggestions for helping struggling readers succeed 
in the regular classroom.

Using Internal & External Assessments
Teresa Razo: Por Vida, Inc. Corpus Christi College Preparatory High School, Texas
What do internal and external assessments in the public schools tell us?

Teacher Developed Supplementary Readers: What Do Teachers Write About?
Misty Sailors & Meenu Behl: University of Texas at San Antonio, Texas
For the past four years we have been writing supplementary storybooks for students in grades 4, 5, and 6 with classroom 
teachers in South Africa. In this presentation, we report on the content and the themes of the books and discuss the 
implications for teaching and learning in the United States, especially students who struggle with learning to read.

Remediating Reading Difficulties through The Use of Informational Text
Corlis Snow, Laura Lee Claypool, & Susan Berryhill: Delta State University, Mississippi
Learn how the use of informational text to remediate reading difficulties among K-12 students has resulted in gains in 
reading achievement.

Responses to the University Preparatory High School (FBISD): Students, Teachers and Administrators
Corinne Valadez, Christine De La Garza, F. D. McDowell, & D. J. Loveless: Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi
Examine the results of a descriptive, longitudinal study intended to tell the stories of the first students, teachers and 
administrators of the University Preparatory High School, which was created by TAMUCC and the Flour Bluff Independent 
School District and partially funded by the William and Melinda Gates Foundation.

Responding to Award-Winning Latino Children’s Literature
Corinne Valadez, Stephanie Grote-Garcia, & Sandra Murillo Sutterby: Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi
Award-winning Hispanic/Latino books were analyzed for common characteristics that depict or celebrate the culture.  
Learn about the results, and get a handout identifying the specific awards and findings.

Using ELA Skills to Scaffold Reading/Writing in the Content Areas
Wolfram Verlaan: Corpus Christi ISD, Texas
Since all teachers are responsible for their students’ reading and writing skills, this session will present methods and sample 
activities that apply English/language arts scaffolding methods to various content areas.

Building Reading Skills through Reader’s Theater
Alma Williams: Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi
Learn how Reader’s Theater creates a class of eager readers by engaging students like no other reading activity.

Shared and Guided Reading: A Response to Intervention
Mercedes Yanez: Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi
The repeated readings in the shared reading experience and reinforced in the guided reading centers provides students 
with the opportunity to develop fluency, prosody, and comprehension.

Administrators & Literacy Coaches Supporting RTI in Classrooms
Amme Davis & Angeli Wilson: Comfort ISD, Texas
See research-based implementation practices for RTI in the general education classroom as supported by administrators 
and literacy coaches.
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Breakfast Speaker 8:00–9:30 a.m.
Saturday, April 17, 2010    UC Ballroom

Barbara Ehren
University of Central Florida

Retaining the Integrity 
(RTI) of Literacy 
Instruction and 
Intervention and RTI

Response to Intervention (RTI) is being implemented in myriad 
ways within states and within school districts.  Although 
iterations have common features, implementation practices 
differ widely. The question that should guide RTI practices is, 
“Does RTI in my school or district retain the integrity of literacy 
instruction and intervention?” In this keynote, Dr. Ehren will 
explore common RTI practices through the lens of the Guiding 
Principles for Educators from the International Reading 
Association.

Dr. Ehren is a professor at the University of Central Florida and 
director of a doctoral program that focuses on language and 
literacy for struggling learners. She serves on many committees 
and editorial boards, including the Advisory Board of the RTI 
Action Network and the International Reading Association 
Commission on RTI. She has a special interest in assisting school 
systems to build capacity at the school level for more effective 
literacy programs for diverse learners. A recurrent theme of her 
work is shared responsibility for literacy acquisition. She is a 
frequent consultant to states, school districts and professional 
associations on RTI-related issues.

Sessions & Roundtables 9:30–10:15 a.m.
Saturday, April 17, 2010    UC & ST Rooms

What’s Really Going On? A Study of RTI Implementation in Central Texas School Districts
Gwynne Ellen Ash, Lori Czop Assaf, & Kirby Williams: Texas State University; Stephanie Heinchon: University of Texas 
at Austin; Cynthia Brewer: Austin ISD; Katie Cable: Del Valle ISD; Katie Luedke: Hutto ISD; Kristi Slaughter: Redeemer 
Lutheran School, Texas
Examine results of data on district and building level policies regarding RTI implementation in five central Texas 
districts.

Creating Effective Professional Development for Instructional Coaches
Mary Beth Crowder-Meier & Jenn McDermott: Independent Consultants, Virginia
Professional developers and literacy coaches need high-quality professional development themselves. This 
is an opportunity for school and district administrators—as well as coaches themselves—to consider the 
professional development of their instruction coaches.
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Literacy Coaches and RTI: Time and Intensity
Norma Puente, Iris Estrada, & Valarie Buhidar: Corpus Christi ISD, Texas
The literacy coach plays a key role in developing ongoing support for literacy instruction and an opportunity 
for teachers to reflect on and discuss their instruction in accordance with RTI. 

Coaches as Critical Friends: A Sustainable Model for Coach Support
Jacy Ippolito: Salem State College; Joanna Lieberman: Cambridge Public Schools, Massachusetts
In this session, presenters will share how district-wide literacy coaches and administrators from the Cambridge 
Public Schools are using protocol-based discussions in the Critical Friends Group Model to sustain and improve 
professional development for building-based coaches.

Succeeding with Struggling Readers through the Use of Multisensory Applications
Eve Breier: READ MTI, Massachusetts
MTI provides reading coaches, special education teachers, Title I strategists, and speech language pathologists 
the ability to effectively and explicitly teach precursory skills in phonological development. MTI recognizes the 
importance of all learning modalities and teaches educators how to include these strategies in their reading 
initiatives. This skill set can be easily and effectively implemented in the classroom.

A Freirean Approach to Responses to Mentoring
Bryant Griffith: Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi
Learn about the boundaries Paulo Freire sets for both teachers and students in the mentoring process.

Discourse Features of Narrative Writings by African-American Students
Monica Gordon Pershey: Cleveland State University, Ohio
Using a theoretically grounded protocol that assesses mechanical, syntactic, semantic, pragmatic, narrative, 
and socio-cultural features of written language, this study provides an in-depth analysis of 104 narrative writing 
samples produced by African-American fourth and sixth graders at low-performing schools.

Instructional Scaffolding to Improve Reading
Karen Sue Bradley & Jack Bradley: Texas A&M University-Kingsville, Texas
This session will describe concrete methods used to scaffold comprehension instruction for the struggling 
reader.

Every Successful Team Has a Coach: An RTI Program That Works!
Debra Bennett, Teresa Bosse, Lori Sherman, Peggy Mund, & Jeanna Sniffin: Needville ISD, Texas
Come hear about our five-year “Game Plan” with RTI!

Coaching Alternative Certification Teachers through RTI
Sandra Gorena & Theresa Entzi: Southwest ISD, Texas
Reading coaches from Indian Creek Elementary will share their experiences coaching teachers from alternative 
education programs through RTI.

Literacy Coaching + Middle School Mathematics
Faye Bruun: Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi
Learn how to engage students in mathematical understanding with activities using literature-enhanced 
mathematics and hands-on manipulatives.
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The Comprehensive Intervention Model for Preventing Reading Failure: An Approach to RTI
Shari Frost & Roberta Buhle: National-Louis University, Illinois
Discover how literacy coaches can help schools implement a Comprehensive Intervention Model 
(developed by Dr. Linda Dorn) as RTI. Frost trains and supports literacy coaches through the 
Partnership in Comprehensive Literacy Project at National-Louis University and is director of the 
Literacy Coaching Clearninghouse. She is also co-author of a book published by the Association 
for Supervision and Curriculum Development: Effective Literacy Coaching: Building Expertise and a 
Culture of Literacy. With Dr. Roberta Buhle, co-author of the Illinois Snapshot of Early Literacy (ISEL), 
Frost will co-present a set of standardized, individually administered measures of early literacy 
development for grades K, 1, and 2. 

Frost



Roundtables 1–5 Roundtables 1 through 5 will meet in UC 221

A Study of How to Solve English Reading Problems
Pattaraporn Thampradit: King Mongkuta’s Institute of Technology, Ladkrabang, Thailand
Learn about and discuss a study aimed to identify the most frequently used strategies and compare different strategies used 
among high, medium, and low reading ability students; male and female students; and students from different departments, 
using Flood & Lapp’s (1990) three main category taxonomies as the framework strategies.

“Tiering”: Creating the Framework for Reading and Writing Intervention
Adam Webb: University of Texas at El Paso, Texas
Enter a dialogue between educators on how to prepare and anticipate students’ individual literacy needs in the classroom.

Classroom Practices That Motivate Adolescents to Read
Deborah Hollimon: Lincoln Parish Schools, Louisiana
Based on current research in the field of adolescent literacy engagement and the personal experiences of a literacy 
professional in middle and high schools, this discussion will focus on classroom practices that have effectively transformed 
unmotivated, disengaged adolescents into independent readers.

Do Early Childhood Teachers in South Texas Perceive Themselves Implementing the 2009 NAEYC Guidelines of 
Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Their Classrooms?
Norma Zunker & Jana Sanders: Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi    
Discuss a study examining whether practicing early childhood teachers, prekindergarten through third grade, perceive 
themselves as implementing the 2009 guidelines of “developmentally appropriate practice” as stated in the National 
Association for the Education of Young Children’s Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs Serving 
Children from Birth Through Age 8 (3rd ed.).

Inspiring/Motivating Lifelong Readers Using Trade Books
Mapuana Jones & Lucinda Juarez: Corpus Christi ISD, Texas
Inspiring/Motivating Students K-12 to become lifelong readers and writers of the 21st century, this roundtable discussion 
focuses on trade books to give students the tools they need to succeed.
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Sessions & Roundtables 10:30 a.m.–11:15 a.m.
Saturday, April 17, 2010    UC & ST Rooms

Reading With Purpose: A Metacognitive Comprehension Strategy
Lisa Drummond: University of Texas at Austin, Texas
The metacognitive comprehension strategy “Reading with Purpose” has students and teachers set an 
instructional focus before reading, which guides students to be more purposeful and active, therefore 
deepening their understandings of text.

Effective Metacognitive Strategies for the Classroom
Traci Powell & Stacie VanLoenen: Pasadena ISD, Texas
All students, especially those who have comprehension problems, can be taught metacognitive tools to help 
improve reading comprehension.

Once upon a Family Night: Strengthening the Home/School Connection
Jilo Tisdale: United Way of Metropolitan Atlanta–Smart Start; Karen Michael:  Mercer University, Georgia
Learn ways that family nights can be used to share literacy activities with parents and enable them to 
intentionally support early literacy development at home to strengthen intervention and sustainability.

M

N

O

ST 108

ST 107

ST 106

Sessions M–W



U

V

W

ST 104

ST 106A

ST 106C

ST 106B

14
- Continued -

Roundtables 6–10 Roundtables 6 through 10 will meet in UC 221

Reading Strategies That Reading Comprehension Experts Identify as Significant
Norma Zunker: Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi
Learn about and discuss reading comprehension strategies that experts have deemed critical.

Which Came First: The Reading or the Math?
Gloria T. Bilaye-Benibo: Corpus Christi ISD, Texas
Discuss a canonical correlational study of the relationship between reading skills and TAKS math achievement.

Leading with the Leadership: How Coaches Can Collaborate with Administrators
Mary Strong & Annemarie B. Jay: Widener University, Pennsylvania
Discuss tips and strategies on how the literacy coach can best interact with building-level and central-office administrators.
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Integrating IRA’s Six Guiding Principles into an Effective RTI Plan
Rebecca Binks: University of St. Francis, Illinois
Learn how to effectively integrate the International Reading Association’s six key principles of RTI into the 
implementation and evaluation of an RTI plan.

Intermediate Fluency and Word Study Interventions
Joan McCarthy Warren & Carol Kincannon: Conroe ISD, Texas
Implementing brain-based fluency and vocabulary activities with at-risk intermediate and middle school 
students. 

“I Don’t Need A Coach!” – Working with Resistant Teachers
Jennifer Shettel: Millersville University, Pennsylvania
Learn a variety of easy-to-implement strategies designed to engage resistant teachers in the coaching process. 

Reading Intervention for Math Success: A Cross-Curricular Tutoring Program
Linda Fenimore: Round Rock ISD, Texas
Examine the research base for cross-curricular interventions and learn which strategies and methods have 
made a difference for freshman students in a suburban high school.

Secondary Literacy Coaching & School-Wide Instructional Change
Krista McDaniel: Littleton High School, Colorado
Explore the necessity of collaboration between and among secondary educators to implement school-wide 
shifts in instructional practices and the role of a literacy coach in facilitating those collaborative efforts.

After-School Intervention/Tutorial Program
Joyce Armstrong: King’s College, Pennsylvania
Learn more about an after-school ESL reading intervention/tutorial program and its impact on literacy.

Response to Instruction/Intervention Coach
Jayna J. Snyder: Brevard County Schools, Florida
The role of the RTI coach: Utilizing an easy-to-use flip chart tool to guide problem solving teams through the 
problem solving process to guide instruction and intervention in Tiers I-III to increase student achievement in 
reading.
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Professional Learning Communities with a Literacy Twist
ReLeah Cossett Lent Heinemann: Teachers College Press
The advantages of professional learning communities are well-known, particularly increased 
student learning. Learn how to create a school-wide literacy leadership team with a focus on your 
school’s top area of concern. Using book studies, peer coaching, interdisciplinary projects, and 
action research, you can customize literacy staff development to meet all learners’ needs.Lent
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X ST 108Redirecting RTI: From Programs to Best Practices
Darlene Schoenly: Kutztown University, Pennsylvania
Educators are neglecting a critical consideration as they focus on the tiered intervention system without first 
collecting and responding to data on existing teaching practices in the classroom.

Literacy Coaches: Active Interventionists in the RTI Process
Kathleen Dailey & Marian Beckman: Edinboro University, Pennsylvania
What is the role of the literacy coach in the RTI process? Get a framework for the coach as overseer/guide/
liaison in the RTI process at each of the three tiers of intervention.

Literacy Coaching in Special Education: Helping Students Succeed within an RTI Framework
Mitzi Brammer: Special School District, Missouri
Literacy specialists, literacy coaches, classroom teachers, and school administrators will learn how to utilize 
special education literacy coaches as part of site-based data teams to make instructional decisions for all 
students within a Response to Intervention framework.

The Data Are In: Four Years of Coaching Implementation and Analysis
Kelly Feighan: Research for Better Schools, Pennsylvania; Elizabeth Heeren: Memphis Striving Readers Program, 
Tennessee
Explore the instruments, analysis, results, and lessons learned from a four-year evaluation of the 
implementation and impact of literacy coaching in four urban middle schools.

Coach/Professor Team: Win/Win for Intervention & Pre-Service Teachers
Sally Heineke: University of Alabama; Liz Belk: Holt Elementary School, Alabama
Explore how a school-based reading coach, a literacy professor, school administrators, school faculty, and 
university pre-service teacher candidates in elementary and special education are partnering to provide one-
on-one intervention for struggling readers as well as rich teaching experiences for pre-service teachers.
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From One-Room Schoolhouses to Super-Sized
Robin Pate: Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi
This roundtable will focus on the growth and change from the farm to the city as schools in America have evolved and 
revamped their curricula and instruction over the last 100 years to meet the needs of the ever-changing American society. 

Piloting an Accelerated Course and a Paired Course in Developmental Education: What We Learned to Make Them 
Successful
Irma Cantu & Kristy Schroeder: Coastal Bend College, Texas
Learn how being awarded a Developmental Education Initiative Grant prompted the presenters’ institution to offer an 
accelerated paired course and a learning community for students enrolled in developmental reading and developmental 
English. Find out what steps they took to make the courses successful.

9

10

Sessions & Roundtables 11:45 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 17, 2010    UC & ST Rooms

Sessions X–HH
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AA Middle School & High School Coaching: What Can We Learn from the Current Research? 
Nancy Shanklin: University of Colorado, Denver
There is growing emphasis on adolescent literacy as indicated by the Comprehensive Literacy 
Bill (LEARN). To increase teachers’ capacities to embed literacy into content area instruction, 
middle and high schools are turning to literacy/instructional coaches. What is the research on 
development of coaching programs at the MS/HS levels telling us? What can we learn from 
research at the elementary level—which is more advanced— that could be applied to the 
secondary level? This session will incorporate audience input and discussion on how to create 
successful coaching programs at the middle and high school levels.  

Shanklin
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UC 306Get Your Foot In The Door: Developing Coaching Relationships
Cindy White: Sandusky City Schools, Ohio
Reach your student learning goals by reaching your staff. A working relationship is a must; learn how to develop 
strong inroads.

Accessing the Strengths of Instruction for ELL and Struggling Readers 
Elisa Brente: Visions for Learning, Inc., Oregon; Rick McAtee: Turning a New Page, Inc., Arizona
Examine the commonalities of both the ELL and the struggling reader and the way they show behavioral 
changes once engaged in their own learning.

Strategies in Reading Expository Texts of Public University Engineering Students in the Bangkok 
Metropolitan Area
Pattaraporn Thampradit: King Mongkuta’s Institute of Technology, Ladkrabang, Thailand
Learn about a study investigating university engineering students’ strategies for reading expository texts 
written in English. The study took place at a public university—Bangkok Metropolitan—in Thailand.

But What About High School?
Catherine Mergele: Friendswood ISD, Texas
Learn how one high school makes decisions about low-performing incoming freshman and uses an English I 
Intensive program to address their needs.

“I Already Do That.” Motivating the Reluctant Teacher
Elizabeth Erickson Grand View University, Iowa; Kouider Mokhtari Iowa State University, Iowa
We will share effective strategies to engage teachers in their own learning starting with a positive learning 
environment and engaging lessons.
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Roundtables 11–15 Roundtables 11 through 15 will meet in UC 221

Overcoming Learning Curves at the Academy: A Critical Conversation
Chyrese Wolf: Chicago State University, Illinois
This generative discussion will initiate critical discourse on changes and trends in literacy education and the active or reactive 
development of requisite content and pedagogical knowledge structures of teacher educators.

Culturally Proficient Coaching: The Critical Conversation as a Preemptive Strategy Within Tier I Instruction
Matthew Dearmon, Randa Ruiz, & Lauralee Stroud: Round Rock ISD, Texas
Using scenarios and structured questioning, this roundtable will focus on critical conversations about the educational 
implications of race, culture, and economic status.

Successful Literacy Coaching: Roles and Responsibilities of a Literacy Coach
Margaret Owuor: State University of New York (SUNY) at New Paltz, New York
How can literacy coaches and teachers overcome their different backgrounds and approaches to develop teamwork that can 
best serve their students? This roundtable will focus on maximizing support, collaboration, and respect among classroom 
teachers, literacy coaches, and administrators. 

Reciprocal Literacy Learning: Motivation in the College Classroom
Victoria Purinton: Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi
Learn about the reciprocal opportunities that literacy in the college classroom can provide for teachers and students, 
motivating learning, raising self-efficacy, and raising achievement.

Literacy Instruction for All Students
Anna Adame: Robstown ISD, Texas
Learn a variety of reading strategies to reach all levels of students, along with accommodations and modifications to 
individualize literacy instruction.
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ST 108Web 2.0 and Opportunities for Literacy Learning
Peggy Semingson & Dana Arrowood: University of Texas at Arlington, Texas
We will model and demonstrate resources to foster teacher and specialist professional development and 
ongoing learning using online learning and Web 2.0 communication technologies.	

Using the Literacy Coaching Continuum to Support RTI
Elizabeth Powers: George Washington University, Pennsylvania; Mary Catherine Moran: Sullivan County Board of 
Cooperative Education, New York
Learn ways to use the professional learning formats of M.C. Morana’s Literacy Coaching Continuum, found in 
Differentiated Literacy Coaching: Scaffolding for Student and Teacher Success, to support teachers in learning 
about, implementing, and refining RTI practices.

Literacy Coaching and Metacognitive Development of Reading Teachers
Misty Sailors & Michelle Anguiano: University of Texas-San Antonio
Examine a study in which we use case study methodologies to examine the metacognitive development of 
three elementary reading teachers as they learn to explain cognitive reading strategies to their students.

What Does a Secondary Literacy Coach Do?
Barbara Perry: University of Northern Iowa
Learn about results of an in-depth self-study of secondary literacy coaching with a science teacher, a social 
studies teacher, and an industrial technology teacher.

The Role of the Literacy Coach: A Collaborative Three-Tier Model
Debra Gurvitz: National Louis University; Deborah Shefren: Glenview School District 34, Illinois
Discover the Collaborative Literacy Coaching framework used at Lyon Elementary School (PreK-2), and how this 
model has contributed to increased learning for all students in alignment with RTI.

Exploring the Cause-Effect Relationship between Motivation and the Impact of Research-Based Reading 
Interventions on Struggling Readers
Carol Fetters: Louisiana State University
Explore the aspects of motivation (engagement), interest inventories, and interactive comprehension strategies 
with an emphasis on the underpinnings of research. Since these factors impact reading interventions, several 
effective practices and practical reading strategy applications will be discussed using small group activities.	

Using Personal Narratives as a Coaching Tool
Phyllis A. Blackstone: University of Maine, Farmington, Maine
Examine the use of narrative analysis to inform instructional practice, and see a presentation of an ongoing 
research project about stories from teachers’ pasts that influence their instructional decisions. A template for 
narrative analysis using story grammar will be shared.	

The Impact of Cognitive Coaching on the RTI Referral Process at Tier II
Toni Strieker, Faith Wallace, & Renee Basinger: Kennesaw State University, Georgia
Learn how a cognitive coaching model impacts the analysis of work samples during the RTI referral process 
with students who are at Tier II.
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12:30 p.m.–1:15 p.m.
Saturday, April 17, 2010    UC & ST Rooms
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The Texas Reading First Higher Education Collaborative (HEC) 
Marty Hougen: HEC project manager, Texas
HEC engages faculty members from Texas colleges, universities, community colleges, and 
alternative certification programs to improve Texas students’ reading achievement. It helps 
teacher educators and educational administration faculty align preservice course curricula with 
scientifically-based reading research. This session is for current and prospective HEC members. 
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Luncheon Speaker 1:20–3:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 17, 2010    UC Ballroom

Pat Mora
Author

Sharing BookjoyAward-winning author Pat Mora is a popular national speaker 
whose work is shaped by the U.S.-Mexico border, where she 
was born and spent much of her life. Her literary awards 
include the Américas Award and ALA Notable designation 
for Yum! ¡MmMm! ¡Qué rico!; and a Pura Belpré Author Honor 
Award, a Golden Kite Award, and ALA Notable designation 
for Doña Flor: A Tall Tale about a Giant Woman with a Great Big 
Heart.   

Mora’s many other honors include honorary doctorates from 
North Carolina State University and SUNY Buffalo, honorary 
membership in the American Library Association, and a 
Civitella Ranieri Fellowship to write in Umbria, Italy. She was a 
recipient and judge of a poetry fellowship from the National 
Endowment for the Arts and a recipient and advisor of the 
Kellogg National Leadership Fellowships. She founded the 
current literacy initiative “El día de los niños /El día de los 
libros, Children’s Day / Book Day” (“Día”).

UC 106BA Mentoring Model That Benefits All: RTI in a PDS
Christopher Kennedy: Ohio University, Ohio
Learn about a unique professional development school collaboration between a university and a local school 
that provides primary-level intervention for struggling readers.	

Studying Coaching Structures: Gradual Release for Adult Learners
Mary Beth Crowder-Meier: Independent Education Consultant, Maryland
Consider, reflect, and plan! Coaching cycles should be matched to adult learning processes. In this session, 
literacy coaches will share how they consider the adult learning spiral in planning coaching cycles and use of 
coaching structures.	

See How Coaching Helped Embed the RTI Process into Our School
June Haynes Sandusky City Schools, Ohio
Come and see how a reading coach has helped guide teachers to understand, utilize, and embed the RTI 
process into a school’s culture.

Focusing on Pillars of Adolescent Literacy: A New Lens for Planning Professional Development
Tamie Fartro: University of Mary Washington; Nancy Guth: Stafford County Public Schools, Virginia
Explore how coaches can effectively plan and facilitate professional development emphasizing five pillars of 
adolescent literacy: time, motivation, choice, vocabulary, and comprehension strategies. 
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*Information in the online program version might change. Check the conference web site (http://literacy.tamucc.edu) close to 
the conference date to download the latest version, or refer to the hard copy that will be available at the conference.

Selected proceedings from this conference 
will be published in a peer-reviewed 
yearbook.

Guidelines for publication are on the 
conference web site (http://literacy.
tamucc.edu) and will be available at the 
registration desk.

The College of Education at TAMUCC offers 
ten master’s and three doctoral programs. 
Faculty members have published widely and 
are known nationally and internationally. 

For more information on our programs, visit 
http://education.tamucc.edu or contact 
Dr. Jack Cassidy at 361-825-5611 or 
jack.cassidy@tamucc.edu.

Graduate Course

Published Conference Proceedings Master’s & Doctoral Programs

April 16/17 & July 17, 2010    
READ/EDCI 5390 & READ/EDCI 6390
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The College of Education is offering a hybrid online 3-credit-hour graduate course in connection with this 
conference. This course will examine the assumptions, issues, and practices associated with Response to Intervention.

This course satisfies the professional seminar/special topics requirements of several of TAMUCC’s graduate programs.  
The first class will meet from 3 p.m.  to 5 p.m. on Saturday, April 17, 2010.  The class will meet again Saturday, July 17, 
2010, from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  The rest of the class will be conducted as an online course.

As part of this course, students will:

    * Attend the full conference April 16 and 17
    * Synthesize insights gained from the conference
    * Discuss the issues raised
    * Do follow-up readings
    * Do online assignments and quizzes    
    * Pursue and present answers to questions about Response to Intervention and Response to Instruction

Registration
To register, you must have applied and been admitted as a graduate student at TAMUCC. Registration takes place on 
the SAIL system (http://sail.tamucc.edu), and the course registration fee is in addition to the conference fee.

Class meetings
April 17, 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. and July 17, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Course numbers
READ 5390 or EDCI 5390 (master’s level) and READ 6390 or EDCI 6390 (doctoral level). This course will be counted as a 
Summer Session II course.

More information
Contact the instructor, Dr. Sherrye Garrett, at sherrye.garrett@tamucc.edu or 361-825-3314.




